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The Romanian foster care system is based on the Law no.272/2004 for the protection and promotion of child rights and other auxiliary regulations. Foster care was established in Romania as an alternative service to institution in 1997 together with the birth of the child protection system. Local public administration authorities, respectively 47 General Directorates for Social Assistance and Child Protection are the responsible institutions for looking after and monitoring the children in foster care. According to the legislation, the foster families must be evaluated and trained before licensing. A framework curriculum is approved at national level.
Child protection system had a dinamic history and development after the comunist period. At the begginning of 1990, there were 100,000 children in institutions according to UNICEF estimations. After establishing of the child protection system a large process of deinstitutionalisation has begun, by closing old type institutions, reintegrating chidlren in their families or extended families, moving them into foster care and developing prevention services. Since 2005, child protection was integrated in the social assistance system and also was extended for the protection of all child rights and all children. Currently, there are about 62,000 children within the child protection system (about 39,000 children in family type services, out of which about 19,000 in foster care, and about 23,000 in institutions). 

The national and local campaigns regarding the situation of institutionalized children implemented through PHARE Program had positive effects in what concerns the awareness of the population that all children need the protection of adults in order to exercise their civil rights and liberties. The campaigns led to increase enrollment of foster families into the system after 2005 (videos).
In the present, the assessment of the system and the practice showed that difersification and specialization of foster families is needed: for children under 2 years old, for emergency cases, such as children victims of violence, for children with disabilities. A revision of the Law no.2072/2004 is envisaged after the national assessment and family type services will be one of the focus of the revision and future national strategy in the field of protection and promotion of child rights 2014-2020.
